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The 22 hectare ske currenJy hosts Jx malor

research insttutes′ inctud ng NIBIQ as well as

thにe commercializauon ncubator facilに ies with

capacity to support 35 start― ups and laboratories

Occupantsaree119iblefora rangeofpublica‖ y

funded subsidies and tax incentives ,v4ore than

The Saito Blo― incubato■ One ofthree

commercia‖ zation incubator fac‖ ities in Saブね
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HGF gene therapy.A new therapy forimproving

blood circulalon being developed by AnGes MG al

the Saito Bio lncubato昨 ncDw in final approvals

The life science park ofFe「 s not only a superb

research environment′ but also convenience――it

is iocated about 30 minutes by train from

downtown Osaka The grand openin9 ofthe park

in 2007 was marked by the inauguration of an

extension of Osakaゝ rnonorail service to the area
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tablished itseifas a leading hub of:ife sciences

research in Japan.

900 researche6 and staff working in the park

benent from its close location to Osaka University

and the NCヽ 43, providing a basis for close

research cO‖ aboration

AnCes  MG  is  one of the  innovative

biopharmaceutical companies headquartered

at the Saito Blo lncubatoL and is currently

developing twO gene therapy medicines as

mainstay prolects Another company7 Solken′

ls developing various biomarkers and assay

systems as well asimp emenin9 clinicaltnaL fOr

the development of drugs and functional fbod

3oth companies are uJng reSearch outcomes

from Osaka Unlver,ty and are recognized as

frontrunners in」apanゝ biotech industry

The団oJncubatorも notに s輛 cted sdeり to

Japanese companies t also houses a Japanese

subsldiary of San DieqO― based AntiCancer

Tlle life science park opened in 2004 as

the nrst part of Osakaゝ  large― scale urban

redevelopment plan to create the international

Cuiture Park′ an area that has been nicknamed

Sallo Next yeat development 、″iH commence

in the central area′ which wi‖ also FocuS On iife

sciences research and the innovation industry

with completion scheduled for nsca1 2013
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atchmaking is a common practice

undertaken at biotech eventsworid‐

wide to introduce laboratory seeds

to companies― ―but the efFectiveness of such

intЮ ductions for creating real outcomes is

often questiOned.

The Osaka Chamber of Commerce and lndustry

(OCCl) has proved to be one oF the few

successful cOOrdinators of such introductions

Since 2003′ the OCCl has organized the Fo「 um
for the lndustrialization of Next～ Generation

MedにJ Systems′ an open phtform for the,oint

development of medical instruments for c nical

applications Every rnonth′ doctors and scientists

make proposals for co‖ aborations based on their

on9oing research lf companies participating

in the forum become interested in a proposat

the OCCl sets up wOrkin9 9roupS Or individual

meetings tO promote collaboration

So fat 244 working groups have been

established′  cOverin9 90% of presenters, and

a quarter of the presenters have subsequently

9one on to launch ajoint development prolectin

co laboraJon wth a commercializajon company

in one exampler a laboratory oF Fumio Miyazaki

at Osaka Un versity and the company Dalken

Medical are currently working to develop a

robot capable of holding and manipulating an

endoscope during surgery which could one day

replace a human assistant

The forum is the most successful activity

in the industry in 」apan and has become so

pOpular that there is novv a waiting iist for

making presentaJons

Meticulous care

Behind the high success rate ofthe forum is the

comprehensive hands―on support ofthe OCCIゝ

coordlnators and adminも trajve stat who aS'St

in many ways′ from advising presentation topics,

to o10ring fo‖ ow up suppOrt before and atter

the fbrum

Participation in the forum is not iimited to

Osaka orthe greater Kansal area′ and the number

of participants has been on the rise′ now tota‖ ing

55 research or9anizations and 150 companies

The OCClis iooking to partner wlth overseas

clusters and biomedical associations′ and the nrst

such move was made recenJy wlth the formaJon

ofthe BIoBusiness AIliance of Minnesota ln Osaka′

gioba‖ y recognized institutes ilke the NCttare

situated beside the accumulation of medical

related companies By seting research insututes

and medical companies as centripetal forces′

the OCCi continues to contrbute matchmaking

capabilities to create a globa‖ y competitive

industrial clusterin Osaka

The endoscope robot deve:oped by Osaka

University and Daiken MedicaL The Forum for

the lndustriaHzation Of Nex卜 Generation Medical

Systems fadiitated the jolnt devdopment ofthも

much‐needed surgical ald

in additlon to the forum′  the OCCl also

or9anizes the Drug Seeds Alliance NetvvOrk′

Japanも  6rst and only open  piatform for

attracting business partners in the research and

development ofdrug candidates′ biomarkers and

diagnostics Over 600 technolo9ies are currently

accessible,and every year 300 new additions are

expected Twelve deals have so far pro9resSed

to research collaborations′ and the OCClaims to

prOmOte ftlrther cooperajon by increagng the

networkも international membership
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